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St. Francis is one of the most popular saints venerated in Western Christianity in the 21st 
century. He is remembered for his love of nature especially animals, his reception of the 

Stigmata on Holy Cross Day and his founding of the Franciscan order of monks. But 
above all, Francis is remembered for his devotion to the way of Christ. He believed that 
trying to live as closely to the way Christ lived would bring him into greater communion 

with God and allow him to live a more holy life.   

 

One of Francis’ major characteristics was his willingness to abandon wealth and riches in 
favor of humble poverty. He gave away all he owned and travelled far and wide preaching 
the Gospel to all who would listen and doing good works amongst the poor, the weak, the 

persecuted and all those who he saw as needing his help. This is the greatest message St. 
Francis gives to us: to stop our own selfish thoughts and instead devote our energies to 

helping others in the service of God.  

 
Service to God comes in many different forms. Some people choose to dedicate their lives 

in ordained ministry or in another form of occupation, some in volunteering at church 
events and assisting in church functions, and yet others simply through loving their 

neighbors and treating everyone as part of God’s creation. Frequently when the word 
stewardship is used, it conveys a sense of just financial giving, but that is not the only 

thing which stewardship entails. Every week we present an offertory to God for the use of 
the service to the Church. For over a thousand years people have been giving an offering 
to God as they worship him. In the past this may have been eggs from their chickens, 

wheat from their farm or wine from their grapes.  

 

Our offerings of money each week are the same as these offerings from the 
earth. Yet money is not the only thing which the Church needs to 
function. The volunteering of time and talent is of equal importance to the 

offering of treasure. St. Francis not only gave away all of his financial 
possessions and embraced a life of poverty, but also used his time to 

preach the Gospel and his talents to reach and aid those most in need. 

 

This time of year is the season of stewardship where we are asked how we can best give 
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Every two seconds, someone in America needs blood, resulting in a need for more than  
44,000 donations every day. About 38 percent of the population is eligible to donate 
blood, but only 3 percent actually do. 

 

On October 31st from 7:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m.,  
CHC will be holding its Annual Fall Blood Drive.  

 
Your blood donation can help to save the lives of up to three people!! 

Please sign up to donate!  Contact 

  Sandy Benson (CHC Blood Drive Coordinator) 

410-661- 4880  or  sandraLbenson@comcast.net 
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 Help Save Lives!  Give Blood! 

 (cont. from Page 1)  

to God. It is not important how our offerings compare to those of our neighbors, as Jesus 

asks us to give an offering which is a sacrifice for ourselves. The widow at the temple 

gave her two pennies when those around her were giving heaps of gold. But Jesus only 

remarks about the woman saying that she has given all she has, everything she had to 

live upon. For some of us time is an extremely valuable resource. Between working, 

families and other obligations there is little time to dedicate  in service to God. 

Giving an offering to God should require some form of sacrifice on our part, giving up 

something we are accustomed to that might take us away from more fully communing 

with God. How much does our daily Starbucks cost? How much is that extended data 

plan for your phone? How much time do you spend watching TV or surfing the internet? 

What if those things could be offered to God instead? Just think about your daily routine 

and what doesn’t need to be there. What could you do instead to serve God? St. Francis 

changed his entire way of life. What small changes could you make to follow in St. 

Francis’ footsteps serving God with all your lives and loving him with all your hearts? 

The church remembers Francis in observing October 4th as his feast day. This Fall, our 

worship will highlight the spirituality of Francis in several creative ways.  With the 

bishop’s permission, we will alter some of our prayers, readings and liturgical actions to 

deepen our appreciation of St. Francis.  This is an exciting time in life of Church of the 

Holy Comforter.  Our hope is that these small changes will not only deepen our 

appreciation of St. Francis, but inspire in us the same measure of devotion.  
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         It’s That Time of  Year! 
         Sunday, October 25th  

 

    Immediately  

              following the 10 am 

                                Service! 
  
 
 
   The Annual Meeting provides an opportunity for our congregation to  

   hear directly from the Rector, Associates and Commissions regarding  

   our ministries during the past year as well as our vision for the future of 

  Holy Comforter.  It’s also a time for election of new vestry members.   

 

 

ALL  are  encouraged to attend this important part of our 

parish life.  

 

 

 

Nursery care will be provided as well as activities for  

children during the meeting.  

Lite refreshments will be provided.  

  

 

Let us rejoice in work we have done and look forward to  
what the future will bring! 

 

 

 

Please Plan to Attend! 
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Online Giving is here at CHC..and it’s so quick and easy! 

Go to our website at www.holycomfortermd.org  

and scroll down on the home page to Online Giving. 

Questions?? Contact Charlie Franz 

[please note: To cover costs of processing, if you are able when making your online pledge,  

                                                     please consider adding 2% to your pledged amount. Many thanks and much appreciated!] 

Why Give? 
 

Financial support from our congregation is critical to the life and health of our 
ministry. You are invited to be part of providing for the broad scope of ministries of 
the Church of the Holy Comforter, both in this community and around the world. 
 
Impact Others: Every dollar received into the ministry of the Church of the Holy 
Comforter impacts the lives of people in need, both within and beyond the walls 
of our facilities.  These funds allow us to have pastors and staff available for 
counseling, visitation, weddings, funerals, teaching and, of course, worship. 
Having accessible clergy and staff that are familiar with our faith community, 
means that Church of the Holy Comforter firmly and caringly stands ready to 
provide support when the unexpected arises.   Financial support also provides for 
our music, fellowship, and beautiful facilities that support not only our worship, 
but also needs within our community.  Additionally, your generosity provides 
financial support to carry out other ministries throughout the community, the 
country and the world. Your donations change lives. 

 
Grow Your Own Faith: As much as regular expressions of generosity benefit 
others, your giving has a deep impact on your own life. Early teachings of Christ 
and his followers frequently point to how financial giving is one of the best ways 
to deepen your own faith. Giving is both an expression of your faith, as well as a 
tool to help you grow in faith. 

 
Say Thanks to God: Think a moment about the blessings in your own life. As 
people of faith, we know our homes, food and family are all gifts from God. As 
Christians, we teach that even faith itself is given as a gift. Through giving as well 
as prayer and worship, we have the opportunity to give thanks to God. 
Throughout scripture, the model for this expression is frequent giving in 
proportion to what we have received. 
 
 

Pledge cards with a letter will be mailed the week immediately after the Annual Meeting. 

On Ingathering Sunday, November 8th, parishioners will be asked to bring their 

pledge cards forward during the worship service to be placed on the altar.  

http://www.holycomfortermd.org/
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§ Carol Franz, Elizabeth Shire, and Bud Nixon for chairing the Community Fair, and for all those who 

helped with the logistics, etc. both before and on the day of the event. Kudos to you ALL! 

§ Our new Sexton Ken, who helped to get our church extra clean and ready for the fair tours. 

§ The Fellowship Commission who again hosted a great parish picnic. 

§ All those who have helped to support and grow our Food for Thought Outreach program. 

§ All the CHC staff and volunteers who help with the day to day operations. 

§ All Commissions and their volunteers who put time and talent toward the many ministries that 

help our church thrive and continue to grow. 

§ All officers, vestry members, and other church leaders who help us to envision our future. 

Thanks to ALL for all you do! 
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For those who shared their time and talents  
we celebrate and give thanks to:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stewardship.....more than contributing money to the church: its also about 

contributing time and talents, and volunteering for ministry and mission.   

 
The Outreach Commission seeks to utilize our time and talents to assist the 
community and the world in meaningful ways that reflect the love of 

Christ. 

 
Over the last few years  FLOW, the Outreach component concerned with 

water,  has worked with a  partner in Guatemala to provide clean water to 

2 villages comprised of over 500 families.   
 

We have also participated in several local stream cleanups 

in partnership with Blue Water Baltimore, the most recent 
being the Intercoastal cleanup on September 19th.  We look forward to 

another cleanup on November 14th in the local area. 
 
 
Last year, several members of the congregation became aware of and 
concerned about the homeless children in Baltimore County, and the 

need for adequate food for these children and their families on days when 
school breakfasts and lunches were not available.  This was the inception of Food for 
Thought, a program where parishioners supply, assemble and distribute food every 

weekend to 13 families in 2 schools.  CHC has recently received a grant of $8000 from 
the Diocese to spread this program to other churches in areas with a need. (continued on Page 6) 
   
 
 

CHC offers a variety of ministries where folks can share their time & talents! 
For more information on the ministries described below or others,  please check the 
website Commissions page and follow the links to your area of interest. Or, call the 
church office and Beth will put you in touch with the appropriate person.  

http://holycomfortermd.org/?page_id=63
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(continued from Page 5)  It is our belief that food, water and shelter are fundamental rights/

necessities. It is the hope of the Outreach Commission to address the third part of the 

triangle, i.e. shelter in the comings years, given the extreme need in our state/county as 

well as the dire situation happening on the international front.  

 

All of these components need heads, hearts and hands.  We would also welcome ideas and 
passions. If you would like to be part of one or more of these initiatives,  or if you have an 

initiative that you would like to propose, please contact Elizabeth Shire at 
howbeth@verizon.net or call the church office at 410-252-2711 

 

        

     

Our Worship Commission oversees the 
ministries necessary for our worship services. If 

you feel drawn toward active participation in 
worship, think about becoming an Acolyte, 

Chalicist, or Reader. Ushers and Oblationers are 
equally important if you prefer not to help out 

on the altar.  
 

 

 Do you prefer working “behind the scenes” in 

preparation for worship? Why not join the Altar 

Guild or Flower Guild. 
 

 

 

 

 

If you enjoy singing or playing music think 

about joining the Choir or our Bell Ringers. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Our Communication Commission oversees our publications such as The Happenings, 
Cupola as well as our website and Facebook page.  Do you enjoy taking pictures and 

posting on Facebook? We need someone to monitor and post our events on our Facebook 
page. Are you good with computer graphics and like to create 
flyers, mailers, etc.? 
 
 

Or, are you someone who enjoys greeting visitors? Members of 
our Shepherds group welcome and greet visitors and 

newcomers to CHC.  
 
 

mailto:howbeth@verizon.net
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Our Pastoral Care Commission is always in need of more Lay Eucharistic   

Visitors to take communion to those unable to travel to church. (Training is 
provided.) 

 
 

 
 

 

Volunteers for this commission also send cards to parishioners 
dealing with illness or loss of a loved one, and some share their 

crochet and knitting talents through our prayer shawl ministry. 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Our Fellowship Commission offers opportunities for parishioners to 
help with special events, coffee hour, and receptions, and so much 

more! They are always in need of folks to help out!  
 
 
 
 

Our Faith Formation Commission  not only seeks volunteers for help with Adult         

Education programming, but there are many ways you can 
help with the Children and Youth Formation programs. Please  

read through the various needs for volunteers listed on Page 8. 
There is a need for teachers as well as other short term projects 

and events that occur throughout the year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Stewardship Commission oversees many of the Financial operations of the church 
such as the Endowment Committee and Finance Committee. They also help to challenge 

our faith community that as holistic stewards, we pledge our generosity in the giving of 

time, talent and treasure to do God’s work.  
 

Stewardship - a thankful response to God’s love for us. 

https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8qBQdxJWMkkAbjmJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIzdGk4dGI5BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANiNGY4MDBhYTFkODczMWM5MDI3Y2QzMzdlODMwNjEzYgRncG9zAzE5BGl0A2Jpbmc-?.origin=&back=https%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fima
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Reflections from our youngest members of the  
Holy Comforter family. 

Fall brings the cool breezes, autumn colors and the start of a new year of children and youth  

classes and activities. We have made some changes surrounding our classes as well as 

celebrating and encouraging more involvement of the children in the service.  
 

The Little Doves are the newest edition to our Sunday School classes. This group is geared towards 3-5 

year olds.  For this group we are using a curriculum called Building Faith Brick by Brick that utilizes Legos as 

part of the children’s response to our sacred stories in the Bible.     

 

The Seekers (K-5th grade) continue to engage with the sacred stories through Godly Play and other ways of 

helping them to wonder about connections between God’s Story and their own lives.  Do you remember 
that God made us, each and every one of us, made us good and reminds us that we are all a part of God’s 

loved Creation?  The children are learning and relearning that important part of our faith this fall.   
 

The younger children (the Little Doves and the Seekers) now start in the church in an effort to get them 

more integrated with the church family as a whole. There is so much to be gained by everyone, through a 

more intergenerational worship experience. 
 

The Pathfinders (our Middle School Group) have embarked on a new curriculum called Connect- 

Re:Form. This is another way of seeing the Bible stories, connecting the stories with the lives of the young 

people and helps engage them in God’s Big Story through videos, Bible exploration, and hands - on projects.  

The Pathfinders have also graduated to holding their classes in the Dove House.      
 

Our High Schoolers have transitioned into being mentors to the younger children and are assisting in 

teaching in various classes.   Watch for invitations for all the teens- middle and high school, whether they are 

in the programs or not, to engage in outreach projects and even some play time together, and with other 

youth groups in the region.  
 

We Need YOU!! What You Can Do to Help!    

 

Teachers:  We are in need of teachers that teach on a rotation schedule for the pre k group as well as the 
elementary aged classes.  Want to play with Legos (actually, helping the youngest children respond to the 

Bible stories through building with Legos)?  Want to help the children remember that the Light stays with us 

(even when we blow out the candle we can still smell the Light)?  

 

Nursery : The Nursery is always looking for substitutes for the chance our regular nursery workers are 

sick or on vacation.   

 

Seasonal Activities:  The Christmas pageant, Vacation Bible School and many other activities happen 

throughout the year and we always can use a helping hand to make these events successful!    

 

Reach out: Sometimes it’s hard to bridge the gap in generations. We challenge you each Sunday to reach 

out and introduce yourself to someone of a different generation.  We all have more in common than we 

realize.  

Regional Youth Retreat 

January 22-24, 2016, at the Bishop Claggett Center!  All middle and high school youth are invited 

to join friends in our region to celebrate our faith EpiscoDisco style.  Any older youth, or adults, 

who would like to be involved in the design, please contact Jan Hamill+ ASAP (next  design 

meeting is October 22 in the evening.)  By the way- we will be looking for  chaperones- 1 for 
every 5 youth who go on the retreat… just saying! Permission slips will be available in November.  

So ponder as to whether you can share your imagination in this way. 
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Thanksgiving for some can be a  difficult time.   So many work hard, yet have trouble making 

ends meet and putting food on the table for their families. This time of year we think of  

everything  we are so thankful for.  It also gives us the opportunity to show others they are 

not  forgotten.  

 

How can CHC help?  By providing a food basket for a family.  Last year our goal was 100 

baskets and we collected 137 baskets for ACTC.  This year our goal is for 125 baskets and I 

know we can do it! 

Local supermarkets will have prepackaged bags ready to go for $23. 

*Mars Supermarket (York and Ridgely) 

*Giant Supermarket (Across from the fairgrounds) 2145 York Road 

*Giant Supermarket (across from the Drumcastle Center) 6340 York Road 

*ShopRite 37 Aylesbury Road 

 

All bags (which are re-usable) will be available as of November 1st and will be 

packed in advance at each of the stores listed. They can be picked up at the  

Customer Service counter.   If you are picking up multiple bags, please call in  

advance. 

 

If you are unable to shop for them yourself,and wish to donate funds, Steffy and 

Chris Sabino will purchase them for you. 

 

If you chose to make your own basket see Page 10.  Steffy will also post the list 

on the bulletin board outside the parish hall.  ACTC will also be accepting 

monetary donations for Thanksgiving in order to buy gift cards, so 

their clients can purchase a fresh turkey. 

DEADLINE FOR THANKSGIVING BASKETS IS NOVEMBER 17th!! 

 Questions? Please contact Steffy Sabino or the church office at     

410-252-2711 
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       Are These on Your Calendar?? 

 

October 10 - 6:30 pm - 9:30 pm ACTC Hunger Bites 30th Anniversary  
         Celebration  Gala  
     (See  their website for details: http://www.centralpc.org/outreach/actc -30th -

    anniversary -celebration -gala/  
 

October 18 - 10:00 am Newcomer Recognition Sunday  - Special Reception  
     Join us as we officially welcome all those who are new to CHC. 

 

October 25 - 11:15 am - Annual Meeting - nursery/childcare provided  
 
October 31 - 7:30 am - CHC Blood Drive  
 
November 1st -  Thanksgiving baskets available at designated supermarkets 

 
November 8 -  Ingathering Sunday -  bring pledge card to place on the altar during  

        worship 

 

November 17  - Deadline to purchase and bring Thanksgiving basket to church 

 

December 5 - Breakfast with St. Nicholas & Santa  -  Watch for details closer to event. 

ςπρυ !#4# 4(!.+3')6).' "!3+%43  
ɉÉÆ ÎÏÔ ÐÕÒÃÈÁÓÉÎÇ ÐÒÅ-ÐÁÃËÁÇÅÄ bag)    

  Include ONLY the following items in each basket: 
(All additional items should be in separate bags and marked ñMISCELLANEOUSò) 

 

     1 can sweet potatoes/yams (23-29oz can) 
     2 cans meat/main dish (example: beef stew or chili-15-24oz cans) 
     1 large can fruit (20-30oz can) 
     4 cans vegetables (example: green beans, peas or corn-15oz cans) 
     1 cranberry sauce        
     2 pkg. macaroni & cheese 
          1 box instant mashed potatoes 
      1 cake or brownie mix 
      1 bag or box of stuffing mix 
      1 lb. bag or box of rice    
*  PLEASE DO NOT PUT MONEY OR GIFT CARDS IN BAGS. 
 
TIPS FOR PACKING: 

Pack large cans on bottom & lighter items on top. 
If possible use a Reusable Grocery Bag  /OR 

a double brown grocery bag inserted in double plastic bag. 
Mark bags as COMPLETE or INCOMPLETE (list what is missing). 

http://www.centralpc.org/outreach/actc-30th-anniversary-celebration-gala/
http://www.centralpc.org/outreach/actc-30th-anniversary-celebration-gala/
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Our website calendar is our Master Calendar 

for all our church events, services and pro-

grams. Click on the link below for the  

 October Calendar:  

 

 

 
 

http://holycomfortermd.org/?page_id=87 
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Church of the Holy Comforter 

130 West Seminary Avenue 

Lutherville, MD 21093 

www.holyconfortermd.org 

410-252-2711  

Fax 410-252-7921 
 

Staff: 

The Rev. Christopher Tang, Rector 

The Rev. Herbert Lodder, Sr. Associate Rector 

The Rev. Jan Hamill, Associate Rector 

The Rev. William Dunning, Pastoral Care 

Associate            

 

Tom Leeseberg-Lange, Director of Music 

Beth Crosby, Administrative Associate 

Ken Ridgeway Sexton 

The Cupola is published 6 times per year for the members and friends  

of this Church of the Holy Comforter. 

 
Nov/Dec (Advent/Christmas ) – distribution late  November  

Feb/Mar (Lent) – distribution 2 weeks before Lent 

April/May (Easter) – distribution late March 

June/July/early August (Summer ) – distribution late May 

Late August/September/ Early October (Back to Church) –  

      distribution mid – late August  

Mid October/early November (Stewardship Issue) -   

                                       distribution early October  

  

Andy Fish, Senior Warden 

  Tom Simpson, Junior Warden 

 Charles Franz, Treasurer 

Sam Davis, Assistant Treasurer 

 Sue Willis, Registrar 

 

 Members of the Vestry 

 Margot Allen 

   Andy Fish 

 Carol Franz 

Denise Noll  

Robin Foster Rouse 

Nor Rysticken  

Chris Sabino 

Tom Simpson 

Pat Streett 

 

  

The Church of the Holy Comforter 

130 West Seminary Avenue 

Lutherville MD 21093 

 

October 2015 

 

 

__________________________ 
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Sunday Services   

 

8:00 am  Contemplative Holy Communion, Chapel 
 

9:00 am  Adult education and youth programs (middle and 

high school)      

   

9:45 am -11:30 am Childcare (infant through age 3), 

Nursery 

 

9:50 am Sunday School (4 years -  elementary) 

 

10:00 am Holy Communion with music, Church 

 

11:15 am Coffee Hour, Parish Hall 


